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News Items 
Greetings Commission J Members!  

• Planning for the 2020 URSI General Assembly and Scientific Symposium continues.   For those 
who have already volunteered to convene a session… thank you!  The confirmed conveners are 
listed on the latest version of the Commission J program given below.   

• We have a workshop announcement and a new job posting this month.  

• Arnold van Ardenne asked me to pass along the following information with reference to his 
article on Westerbork ithat appeared in last month’s Newsletter: 
Westerbork 50 years book now on-line

This is to inform that the book can now be downloaded from the ASTRON webpages through:

https://www.astron.nl/telescopes/history-wsrt 

For any questions, please consult with Arnold van Ardenne (ardenne@astron.nl)

• The Activities Spotlight this month is on holiday but will return next month.  I’d like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of you who have contributed articles in the past.  Please consider writing 
about your research, workshop summary, historical event, educational opportunity, etc.  A photo 
or two for the “Photo from the Field” section is always appreciated.   Let’s keep our Newsletter 
interesting and informative!

Submitted by R. Bradley
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2020 URSI  General Assembly and Scientific Symposium  (2020 URSI GASS)
Rome, Italy  29 August - 5 September 2020   

 *** Tentative Program for Commission J – GASS 2020 ***
Sessions:
New Telescopes on the Frontier 

Conveners: Nipanjana Patra, Jeff Wagg

Recent and Future Space Missions
Conveners: Joseph Lazio, Heino Falcke, Yuri Kovalev

Single Dish Instruments
Conveners: Alex Kraus

Very Long Baseline Interferometry
Conveners: TBD

Millimeter/Submillimeter Arrays
Conveners: Sheng-Cai Shi

Receivers and Radiometers: Design and Calibration
Convener: Jacki Gilmore, Douglas Hayman

Digital Signal Processing: Algorithms and Platforms
Conveners:  Grant Hamspon

Big data: Algorithms and Platforms
Conveners: Stefan Wijnholds, Maxim Voronkov

Short-Duration Transients, FRBs, and Pulsars: Observations, Techniques, and Instrumentation
Conveners: Jason Hessels

Historical Radio Astronomy
Conveners: Richard Schilizzi

Latest News and Observatory Reports
Conveners: Rich Bradley, Douglas Bock

Power spectrum observations
Conveners: TBD

Workshops and Shared Sessions
Workshop:  Characterization and Mitigation of Radio Frequency Interference (Commissions JEFGH)

Conveners: Amit K. Mishra (F), David M. Levine (F), Frank Gronwald (E), Richard Bradley (J)

Workshop: Some aspects of radio science in space weather (Commissions GHJ)
Conveners: Iwona Stanislawska (G), Richard Fallows (J), Patricia Doherty (G), Mauro 
Messerotti (H/J), Baptiste Cecconi (H/J), Vivianne Pierard (H), Janos Lichtenberger (H), 
Willem Baan (J)

Mutual benefit between radio astronomy and ionospheric science (Commissions JG)
Conveners: Claudio Cesaroni (G), Maaijke Mevius (J)

Spectrum Management (Commissions ECJ)
Conveners: Amir Zaghloul (C), Tasso Tzioumis (J), Jose Borrego (E)

Solar, Planetary, and Heliospheric Radio Emissions (Commissions HJ)
Conveners: Patrick Galopeau (H), G. Mann (H) and H.O. Rucker (H), Pietro Zucca (J)

The polar Environment and Geospace (Commissions GHJ)
Conveners: Lucilla Alfonsi (G), Nicolas Bergeot (G), Mark Cliverd (H), Stefan Lotz (H)



Workshop Announcement

High-Resolution Radio Interferometry in Space: 
Second International Meeting 

Following the spectacular images from the Event Horizon Telescope and the successful Space 
VLBI missions HALCA and RadioAstron, there is growing interest in the next set of Space 
VLBI technical concepts, including next-generation constellations and millimeter-wavelength 
systems.  This meeting is a second in a series of international meetings, the first of which was 
held at Noordwijk in 2018, <URL: https://www.ru.nl/astrophysics/@1164989/future-high-
resolution-radio-interferometry-space/ >.  The focus of this second meeting is to review black 
hole and other Space VLBI science cases, and begin to assess the maturity of the relevant 
technologies and needed technology developments and roadmaps.

Date: 2020 January 27–29 (TBC)
Venue: NRAO, Charlottesville, VA

Job Postings – Radio Astronomy and Related Fields

UC Berkeley Radio Astronomy Lab  - seeking a highly motivated individual to conduct 
research in radio astronomy, designing advanced radio astronomy instrumentation for HERA (the
Hydrogen Epoch of Reionization Array) and several other radio telescope arrays, as well as 
further the Collaboration for Astronomy Signal Processing and Electronics Research (CASPER) 
by developing open-source software and hardware for the radio-astronomy community.
For more information, please visit the following link: https://aprecruit.berkeley.edu/JPF02148

https://aprecruit.berkeley.edu/JPF02148
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A New URSI Journal - URSI Radio Science Letters

URSI Radio Science Letters (RSL) is a new electronic journal owned and operated by URSI. Its
purpose is to rapidly publish original and previously unpublished scientific research work in all
areas  of  radio  science,  in  the  form of  short  contributions  that  are  rigorously  reviewed.  The
journal is open access and will be published only in electronic format, one volume per calendar
year. Each accepted contribution will be identified by volume number, year of publication, page
numbers, and DOI. Each reviewed and accepted paper will be published as soon as full editing is
completed. The URSI Board has appointed Prof. Piergiorgio L. E. Uslenghi as the first Editor-in-
Chief (EIC) of the RSL.

Contributions to the RSL must be in the form of manuscripts in English, not exceeding four
published pages in length. A template and instructions to prospective authors are provided on the
journal’s Web site. Initial submissions must be in PDF. Final submissions will be accepted in
either Word or LaTeX. The PeerTrack manuscript management system of Allen Press is used to
handle the submissions and the review and publishing process.

The RSL is intended to be a very rapid publication journal. The EIC will promptly notify the
corresponding author of the anonymous reviews and the Associate Editor’s comments, and of the
consequent disposition of the manuscript. If minor revisions are required, a revised manuscript
must be submitted within thirty days of the EIC’s recommendation. Any delayed resubmission
will be considered as a new submission. Only minor changes are acceptable. If major changes
are required, the manuscript will be rejected with or without a suggestion to resubmit a revised
version. Plagiarism, as well as duplicate submission and publication, will result in rejection of
the submission.

Authors of accepted manuscripts  are expected to sign the URSI Publication Agreement as a
precondition to publication. Submissions to the RSL will be accepted, shortly. Please send your
manuscripts to:

https://www.editorialmanager.com/RSL 

An article processing charge of 150 USD per published page or fraction thereof for URSI members (175
USD for URSI nonmembers) is to be paid prior to the posting of an accepted contribution. Any payment
delinquency will result in the removal of the contribution from the RSL Website.

https://www.editorialmanager.com/RSL


Photo from the Field

This photo of the Precision Array for Probing the Epoch of Reionization (PAPER)  team was taken
on May 6, 2010 at the site in Green Bank, WV.   Don Backer (left) was the driving force behind
PAPER and the Hydrogen Epoch of Reionization Array (HERA), the next generation instrument
currently being deployed in South Africa.  Don was also an active member of URSI and a zealous
advocate for Commission J .  Although Don passed away two months after this photo was taken, his
passionate ardour in the pursuit of excellence in scientific research continues to inspire us all.  

If you have an interesting photograph that you wouldn’t mind sharing with others in the public domain I encourage 
you to send a copy to me along with a brief caption and the person’s name or organization to whom I should credit.  


